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way so dramatic, there were deeper political
causes behind their enmity. First there was
religion, Mary being an ardent Catholic, while
Elizabeth came to be the champion of Protes-
tantism. Then, Mary stood for the dominance
of France, while Elizabeth stood always for the
complete independence of England. Lastly, there
was the question of the succession to the English
throne, which Mary claimed but which Elizabeth
occupied.
Before their personal stories brought them into
this strange rivalry, Elizabeth and Mary had
already found themselves in opposition. Mary,
as wife of the King of France, did not know her
native country of Scotland, and she and her
husband made the mistake of trying to rule
Scotland with a French garrison. The Scots, who
had begun to adopt Presbyterianism, were ready
to revolt. John Knox had set himself at the head
of-the movement. He violently objected to women
rulers, and, moved beyond endurance by the
sight of Queens ruling both in Scotland and
England, he burst forth with his famous, " First
Blast of the Trumpet against the monstrous
regiment of women ". The Protestant lords tried
to turn out the French. They were not strong
enough, and they sent to beg help from Elizabeth.
, Now, Elizabeth already felt sore on the subject
of her cousin Mary. Mary had put forward her
claim to be Queen of England, and she and her
husband had adopted the English coat of arms.